Decision Sunday

July 2010

Suggested Sunday School Program

“Get Into The Text”

Choruses
“Walka –Walka – Walking in the Light of God”

“I Will Worship”

“Step by Step”

Memory Verse Game: “Fastest Fingers in the Text”

“Hear , O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.”  (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
One Version
Split children into two teams and basically the fastest fingers in the Text is a sword drill – use various passages that relate and don’t forget the memory verse(s) – Deuteronomy 6:4-9.

Spiced Up Version

Split children into two teams – each team needs a cell phone (not uncommon for kids to have their own).  The leader must have cell phone (most leaders have cell phones).  Each of the phones must have texting capabilities.  Have a designated texter for each team; have them stand back to back like the wild, wild west gunfights.  Each team will have a name.  Do not announce the memory verses aloud.  Whisper it in each of the “Gunfighters” ears – make sure they know what it is, and have them proceed to walk their 10 paces as in a gunfight and turn and draw.  When they draw their weapon (cell phone) they announce to their teammates who will be waiting with their weapons (Bibles) to look up verses for the texter.

The texter must text the leader the fastest – first identify themselves by team name and correctly text the verses to the leader.  

Devotional: “Into The Text”

I must admit, I absolutely, positively love texting!  I never thought I would be saying it, in fact, I was quite resistant to it at first- writing it off as a fad of the new generation.  But texting is wonderful!
When texting, I can talk to more than one person at a time, most anywhere and seem like I am listening to each person intently.  I don’t have to wait until after a meeting to respond to someone – it is really quite convenient.  I have never been a fan of the telephone – can’t understand how people talk for hours on a phone.  I don’t know how many friends I have offended because as soon as I am on the phone I am trying to get off of it cutting conversations short.  Texting is so much simpler a short little text to a pal and I let them know I care- no prolonged conversation and no offending a friend.
In watching young people today – texting is how you communicate.  Any given Sunday or youth group night the fingers are flying across mini key pads as young people communicate with one another.  If I have a heart to reach young people I must know how they communicate.
I really do enjoy the convenience of texting but it got me thinking do I treat The Text like I do my texting – something that is quick – shortened communication that takes very little of my time?
I wondered if I spent more time texting than in The Text…..
God has given us the greatest TEXT ever. We just need to text back and often.

You have the opportunity now, now today, get into The Text!  Start by talking to the sender of that Text……

Chorus: “Thy Word”

Prayer / Time of Commitment
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July 2010
Suggested Holiness Meeting Program
“Get Into The Text”

Call to Worship
Psalm 1:1-3
Song# 458/57
“Take Time to Be Holy”
Choruses
“Blessed Be the Name”

“In the Secret”

“I Will Worship”
Scripture
Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Message
“Get into The Text”

Song #525/289
“Take My Life”
Benediction
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Suggested Sermon Outline
“Get Into The Text”

Texting – it’s one of the most popular forms of communication nowadays. Most anywhere you find yourself you will run into a number of people texting.  It is the modern generations preferred form of communicating.  The older generation has a tendency to frown on texting claiming this generation has depersonalized communication in this new phenomenon of interaction.
Thinking about this, I have come to wonder if that is what we have done to The Text.  God has sent us a personal Text yet we depersonalize it when we fail to give it proper priority in our lives, when we fail to believe in The Text for our daily guide for living.
“Hear , O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.”

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
These verses are known as the ‘Shema’ in Hebrew this means to “hear!”  Shema is the basic Jewish confession of faith.  The Israelites knew to give it proper priority as they would wake up every morning and repeat these verses, reminding themselves of what they were to be about and repeat them in the evening prayers as well.  Orthodox Jews still do this today.  According to the Talmud, the reading of the Shema morning and evening fulfills the commandment “You shall mediate therein day and night.”  As soon as a child begins to speak his father is directed to teach him the verse “Moses commanded us a law, even the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob” (Deut.33:4), and teach them to read the “Shema.” 
In order to keep Gods Text personal in my life – I must meditate on it day and night.  The Shema is a call to focus our lives and align all the activities of our lives in love and service of God.  Our jobs, our relationships with others, our family, our leisure time are all ways we are to love and serve God.
 Getting Personal - How many times a day do you text?  Is it time to get back Into The Text?
