Ephesians 6
A Fight to the Finish (The Message)

12And that about wraps it up. God is strong, and he wants you strong. So take
everything the Master has set out for you, well-made weapons of the best materials. And
put them to use so you will be able to stand up to everything the Devil throws your way.
This is no afternoon athletic contest that we'll walk away from and forget about in a
couple of hours. This is for keeps, a life-or-death fight to the finish against the Devil and
all his angels.

1318Be prepared. You're up against far more than you can handle on your own. Take all
the help you can get, every weapon God has issued, so that when it's all over but the
shouting you'll still be on your feet. Truth, righteousness, peace, faith, and salvation are
more than words. Learn how to apply them. You'll need them throughout your life.
God's Word is an indispensable weapon. In the same way, prayer is essential in this
ongoing warfare. Pray hard and long. Pray for your brothers and sisters. Keep your eyes
open. Keep each other's spirits up so that no one falls behind or drops out.

God's Armor (New International Readers Version)

1% Finally, let the Lord make you strong. Depend on his mighty power. ' Put on all of
God's armor. Then you can stand firm against the devil's evil plans. ** Our fight is not
against human beings. It is against the rulers, the authorities and the powers of this
dark world. It is against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly world.

13 So put on all of God's armor. Evil days will come. But you will be able to stand up to
anything. And after you have done everything you can, you will still be standing.

4 So stand firm. Put the belt of truth around your waist. Put the armor of godliness on
your chest. '* Wear on your feet what will prepare you to tell the good news of peace. '
Also, pick up the shield of faith. With it you can put out all of the flaming arrows of the
evil one. ' Put on the helmet of salvation. And take the sword of the Holy Spirit. The
sword is God's word.

8 At all times, pray by the power of the Spirit. Pray all kinds of prayers. Be watchful, so
that you can pray. Always keep on praying for all of God's people.

Junior Soldier Promise:
Having asked God for forgiveness I will trust him to keep me good.

Because Jesus is my Savior from sin I will be His loving and obedient child and will
try to help others to follow Him.

I promise not to use intoxicating drink, harmful drugs and tobacco.

I promise to pray, to read my Bible, and by His help, to lead a life that is clean in
thought word and deed.
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