Barefoot Ministries

What is Barefoot Ministries?
· Barefoot exists to provide youth workers with effective ministry tools and resources.

· Their desire is to partner with you in guiding students into spiritual formation for the mission of God.

· Barefoot is committed to inspiring, challenging and equipping youth workers to effectively guide students into Christian Formation for the mission of God.

· Barefoot Ministries is another arm under Nazarene Publishing House. Nazarene Publishing House is the producers of our current Word Action Sunday School Curriculum and the Casa Nazarena de Publicacions Spanish Sunday School resources.
Website Contents
Lessons:

Gives you access to lessons, studies, program and meeting outlines. Each different lesson is able to be downloaded and printed as a pdf, Microsoft Word or Power Point file. Sub Categories include: College Chat, Digging Deeper, Join the Story, Faith Film, Lectionary, Life Journey, Message Outline, Toe Jam, NYMO, Java Talk, Service/Missions.

Tools:

Gives you access to a wonderful database: for keep track of your young people, finance tools, and a blog.

The Youth Forms page includes a series of printable and editable forms for use in youth programs. These are documents include medical release forms, applications, sample letters, budget sheets, and more--gathered in one convenient place.

Barefoot’s Tracking Assistant allows you to keep in contact with and track student activities, organize and track fundraising projects, track attendance at events, e-mail a class or group to remind them of upcoming events, and much more!

Multimedia:

Gives you access to downloadable video clips and clip art for use in youth ministry. The Clip art is only available from Barefoot Ministries.

E-zine:

Offers the user access to the articles in the Credo Magazine (which is linked with The Salvation Army’s Word Action Sunday School Curriculum). Also, as a part of this section, you and your young people can access the Daily Devotional for Youth.

Programming:

The Programming page, gives you resources to use when planning mission trips, retreats and other special events. It also gives you access to a list of wonderful games and team building activities to use with youth. These video files are downloadable and are able to be viewed in Windows Media or as a Quicktime movie.

Account:

To access this page, you will be requested to put in your password. This page allows you to make changes to your account including: adding sub accounts, modifying your information, changing your password, order history etc.

My account log in is: ___________________________________________________________________

My pin is: ___________________________________________________________________
To find your username or password contact Customer Service customerservice@barefootonline.com or call 1-866-355-9933
Vault:

Gives you access to all ‘old’ material used on the Barefoot website.

Lesson Content
What is College Chat?
With over 30 topics to choose from, College Chat addresses the issues and interests of college age students. Engage students facing the new challenges of living away from home, becoming a responsible adult, staying involved in a church community and more.
College Chat lessons take seriously the questions that college students have by not automatically accepting easy or traditional answers. Instead, college students are encouraged to ask questions and seek answers based on the Word.
College Chat lessons are designed for 45-minutes, but are flexible enough to run from a 30-minute session to a 90-minute session. Each session allows you to select one or more activities through which to present the issues. Flexibility and creativity are the keys to these lessons.
What is Digging Deep?

Looking for studies on specific books of the Bible? The Digging Deep Series contains 15 different 13-week Bible Studies. Each study is a detailed overview of a book or series of books in the Bible.
What is the Discipleship Track?

The Discipleship Track is designed to take your students deeper--helping them strengthen their relationship with Christ. Digging Deep, a unique Bible study program based on discovery learning. Each 13-week study examines one or more Bible books in detail, exploring both the original context as well as the contemporary application of the principles found therein. Digging Deep offers both a student's book and a leader's book for each installment.

What is Faith and Film?

Faith and Film is a small-group study of biblical values that uses popular movies as the backdrop for digging into God's Word. Each unit studies one particular movie, pulling various clips from the movie as the basis for discussion. Each lesson is designed to be precise enough in instruction but simple enough in content that any volunteer or lay youth worker can conduct/teach them.

What is Join the Story?

Join the Story lessons seek to help students see the 'big picture' of God's salvation story. Starting with the creation account, these lessons look at the key people and events of the Bible in order to help students gain a better understanding of how God worked through these people and events . . . and how He wants to work through your students now.

Each lesson features a Lesson Summary that gives the teacher a terrific understanding of the topic at hand. The lessons take seriously the need for students to engage Scripture by inviting them into a single text or a series of related texts and encouraging them to rummage around awhile to discover what God has to say to them. 
Using a three-pronged approach to teaching (Engage, Discover, Apply), each lesson provides at least one creative alternative for each step of the lesson, giving the teacher options for how to present the material (one of which is always and audio or video option). 
In addition, each lesson seeks to provide worship songs that tie to the lesson and help students better enter God's Story.

What is the Lectionary?

The Lectionary is a collection of Bible passages used in public or private worship, and as the basis for preaching and lessons. For part of the year, they follow the themes according to the Christian calendar seasons (Advent, Lent, Easter, etc.) Four passages are given for each week. They usually follow this pattern:

· Old Testament Reading

· A Psalm

· Gospel Reading

· Epistle Reading

The readings follow a three-year cycle, which covers all of the major stories, and most of the books of the Bible. The benefits of using the Lectionary include:

· A broad foundation of Scripture allows teaching to take place from the whole of Scripture.

· Possibility for integration of the whole church--in other words, the preacher and the youth lesson can follow the same Bible passages. (This can also be said for different churches in the same community).

· Connection to the themes and seasons of the Christian calendar.

The lesson track follows the Revised Common Lectionary, Sunday readings. Even though the readings are scheduled for a given Sunday according to the Lectionary, they can be used either on Sunday, or in youth meetings scheduled any time during the week leading up to that Sunday.

What is Life Journey?

Life Journey lessons believe that our students are pilgrims on the way toward Christian maturity, and that the teacher is a co-pilgrim who is a little farther along and serves as role model and mentor. Therefore, special attention is given in each lesson to address how the lesson meets the specific needs of students. In addition, the teacher has a section designed to encourage and resource them as they prepare the lesson.

The lessons use a study sequence that ensures a healthy balance of topics: a) contemporary personal and social issues; b) biblical or theological studies; and c) Christian formation issues. Each lesson contains an overview of the topic, a three-step approach to teaching, as well as creative teaching options to help you adapt the lessons to fit your specific students.

What are Message Outlines?

Message Outlines are just that--outlines for use in a midweek meeting or small group. We give you the basic skeleton of information, which allows you to adapt and add to the outline so that it best fits the needs of your group.

These outlines are designed to not only inform, but to get the students actively engaged in thinking about the scripture and how it applies to their lives. They are written to cover a 20-30 minute time frame. Included with the outline talk are a ready-to-use PowerPoint and a student handout.

What is Toe Jam?

Toe Jam gives youth leaders the ability to build on a monthly theme or topic with 4-week small-group Bible studies. Toe Jam uses the articles and devotions from Credo Magazine, Barefoot Ministries' monthly devotional magazine, as illustrations and lead-ins for digging deeper into God's Word.

Each week's small-group Bible study provides a leader's lesson summary, suggested opening activities, and a student study sheet. This series can be used with or without a subscription to Credo Magazine.

What is NYMO?

NYMO, (Not Your Mommy's Origami), was designed so your small group time would be fun and unique with an origami-folded question game. With NYMO, students get to choose what question they answer. This entertaining introduction helps create a setting of open and honest student-led discussion.

NYMO is a 2-page lesson with optional handouts for students. NYMO can be used as a

small group series or it can be used as a conversation piece when you take students out one-on-one. If you like this piece, check out Java Talk for senior highers.

What is Java Talk?

Java Talk was designed so your small group time will feel more like a relaxed conversation at a coffee shop, creating a setting of frank and honest student-led discussion Java Talk is a 1-page lesson with an optional hand out for students. Java Talk can be used as a small group series or as a conversation piece when you take students out for coffee one-on-one. If you like this piece, make sure to check out NYMO for Jr Highers.

What is Service/Missions?

Whether you are planning a mission trip to the other side of the world or wanting to teach your students how to have a mission mindset in their own community, Barefoot Ministries' Service/ Mission resources can help. Choice from multiple lesson series on topics including: preparing for mission trips, recognizing a call to missions, becoming a global Christian and more.

Tracking Assistant:

Tracking Assistant allows you to keep in contact with and track student activities, organize and track fundraising projects, track attendance at events, e-mail a class or group to remind them of upcoming events, and much more!

Contents:

Youth Group:

Allows you to enter student, leader, volunteer contact information and photos. This part of the tracking assistant also allows you to send bulk emails and text messages. It also keeps track of any email contact made with students etc.

Events:

The Events function of the Tracking Assistant takes the guess work out of planning an event. It allows you send out email invitations as well as registration approvals. It allows you to track who is attending/not attending. Once events are entered into the systems they are entered in to the Calendar. Another function, the website calendar option, allows you to send an email with the monthly calendar as a webpage to your contacts. (The Website Calendar is automatically set up using the events entered in to the Manage Events section.)

Finances:

‘Money Tracking’ is a ledger system where you can track fundraising activities, group events, or anything where money is involved. You are able to deposit, transfer and track where your youth ministry money is going. You are also able to run financial reports. Money Tracking is a very valuable resource, you'll want to take advantage of all its capabilities!

‘Fundraising Goals’ shows how much money each person needs to earn in order to go on the future event, reducing or eliminating the amount of funds needed from a parent or guardian.

‘Student Accounts’ under the Finances column, each person in your youth group who has earned money throughout the year at fundraising events or a personal deposit will display. This amount displayed is the actual amount left in their account after distributions to and transfers from the account have been entered. If a deposit, distribution of funds or transfer into their account has not been entered, their name will not show on this page. *Note: The Tracking Assistant and the ledger accounts are a way of tracking where your youth group funds are going.

Reports:

There are several different reports you can run using the ‘Tracking Assistant Reports’ function. You can run a People report that will tell you what you want to know about everyone in a group or everyone in your whole youth group. You decide the criteria you want to see, and generate the report!

For those of you who need to show where the money is going, run a financial report, print it off and hand it to the Corps Officer, or the parent who is asking to see how much money is in their child's account for the upcoming mission trip.

There is an attendance report so you can track who is coming to your events and who is not. You can even run a report to show you what events you have scheduled. And finally, you can run a report that tells you who you contacted and what the conversation was about. The ‘Reports function’ is your best asset for your next Corps Council meeting. You'll be totally prepared!

How To Add a new Sub-Account:

Once you have received your account details from Barefoot Ministries:

1. Sign in to www.barefootonline.com
2. Click on the option 'Manage Your Sub Accounts' under 'Account Settings'.

3. Click the 'Add a New Sub Account' link at the bottom of the page.

4. Fill out the form with your youth worker's information, and click 'Create Account'

5. Next to the new sub account, check the box 'Barefoot Access.' If you are the main account holder, then another box will appear next to that sub account that says 'Place Orders.' If you would like to give the new sub account purchasing privileges (which would be charged to your account for purchases made,) check the 'Place Orders' box. If not, leave it empty. A third box will appear that says 'Manage.' That box allows that sub account to create more accounts and manage them. If you wish for that sub account to do that, select that box. If not, leave it empty.

6. Finish by clicking 'Submit.'

How To Add Contacts:

From the main menu of the Tracking Assistant, click on the People link under the Youth Group column on the left hand side of the page. Click on the red Add New Person link in the breadcrumbs on the left hand side of the page. Enter as much or as little information as you want. Remember to click on the submit button on the bottom of the page or the information will have to be entered again.

Note: before you can enter a group, you must have at least one person entered in the People section of the Tracking Assistant.

How To Generate Reports:

On the Tracking Assistant Menu, click on the type of Report you wish to generate. The next screen is where you specify what information you would like the report to generate.

· To run a People report, first select which group from the drop down menu you would like the report to draw from. If you want to generate a report on your entire database, select 'Everyone' from the drop-down menu. Next, click the Include boxes next to the information you would like the report to display. The system will automatically order the information chosen based on the order of your selection. However, you may change the order by clicking on the Display Order drop-down boxes in the right-hand column. When you are finished, be sure to click the Generate Report button. Your report will appear in a new window.

· If you want to run an attendance report, click the Attendance link. Select the event, and then the begin month and year and the end month and year, and click Generate Report. Your report will appear in a new window.
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